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“This award has given the Group and its 

Leaders a real boost and we are absolutely 

delighted to have received this support.  It 

inspires our Leaders in knowing that our 

Councillors are willing to support in such a 

positive way.  Thank you!” 

Richard Baron 

Chairman of 9th Heywood (St Michael’s) 

Scout Group 

Recipient: 9th Heywood (St Michael’s) Scout Group 

Project: Camping equipment 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £986.86 

The 9th Heywood Scout Group membership consists of 65 young people aged between 6 and 
18 who participate in a wide range of activities in line with the programme and direction from the 
Scout Association nationally.  These activities combine elements of fun, challenge and 
adventure to assist their development.  Camping equipment required renewing and replacing as 
they had become damaged, worn out or unsafe to use through normal wear and tear.  Tents, 
gas burners and Scout staves were purchased to meet the growing demand for camping and 
developing outdoor skills.  Four Vango Hampton six berth tents acquired are ideal for use by 
‘patrols’ of Scouts, ie a working group of Scouts up to six in number.  The two sleeping 
compartments in each tent accommodate three people per compartment and are separated by 
an open area in between that has sufficient height so that people can stand up and the area be 
used for storage/planning activities.  The tents are much lighter, easier and quicker to erect than 
the group’s older tents.  The Cubs section will use the tents on several weekend camps during 
the year and a joint camp with the Scout section.  Double gas burner stoves were an important 
item of equipment as the existing gas burner stoves had dwindled down to just a few lightweight 
single burners that were unable to produce a strong heat.  The two stoves will make a 
significant impact upon the group’s ability to produce meals in a timely fashion.  The double gas 
burners were both in use for the first time within two days of being purchased at the Heywood 
District Scouts Annual Cooking Competition held on 26 January 2014.  The two teams entered 
came first and second in the competition and the scouts were delighted to have won!  The 



Scout staves purchased replace the few remaining staves which were last replaced 20 years ago. 
The staves made from hazel wood are extremely strong, durable and practical and are used in a 
wide variety of ways, ie make camp kitchens with raised washing and drying area under cover of 
the kitchen shelter or create emergency stretchers on ‘incident hikes’ where an ‘injured’ person is 
rescued and transported using scout staves and jackets.  In addition, the staves are used for 
games on meeting nights including ‘pioneering’ exercises.  These items of equipment funded 
from the grant are vital to the Scout Group to enable them to deliver scouting in the community.  
The group’s future plans are to substantially renovate their Scout HQ in Bamford, invest in 
modern technology and further develop the building for local community use. 



 

“Excellent idea!  Kids loved it!  Well 

organised and good interaction – will come 

again.” 

M Walker at Family Nature Discovery 

Session at Castleton Library

Recipient: Canal & River Trust 

Project: Canal Festival 2013 

Fund: Clean & Green Priority Fund 

Awarded: £1,000 

The Canal Festival 2013 aimed to promote the canal as an opportunity to improve health through 
participation in activities, learn about history and heritage, develop skills and encourage the local 
community to value and respect their outdoor environment.  The grant awarded enabled Canal & 
River Trust to organise, promote and run taster sessions in canoeing/kayaking, angling and family 
nature discovery sessions over the summer.  Participants gained new skills, opportunities to 
make new friends, build their confidence and learn about their local outdoor spaces spending 
time with professional instructors and practitioners along the Rochdale Canal and in nearby 
venues.  Heywood Angling Society delivered the angling sessions to encourage an understanding 
and respect for the local canal.  The sessions supported by professional angling instructors 
concluded with a competition and all young participants were awarded with fishing tackle and an 
achievement certificate, with the best catch of the day receiving a new rod and reel.  The 
kayaking and canoeing days were held at Hollingworth Lake Activity Centre and facilitated by 
professional instructors from Link4Life.  This activity was open to ages 7-16 years old and proved 
very popular with some sessions oversubscribed with a reserve list.  This sport is a great way for 
young people to get active and learn a new skill.  This social activity improves communication, 
teamwork, awareness of others and appreciation of the environment.  Oakapple Environmental 
supported the family nature discovery sessions at the canal and Castleton Library with activities 
including bug hunts, nature walks and collection of materials for nature crafts.  Young people 
were encouraged in group craft sessions to create pictures or models from clay of what they have 
seen during their nature walks, decorate flags with flowers and produce peg butterflies.  The 
Canal Festival is in its seventh year and evaluation carried out throughout the festival’s lifespan 
has shown the perceptions of the canal have improved.  This event over the years has boosted 
new audiences to the Rochdale Canal and the local communities adjacent to the canal, alongside 
encouraging visitors to the area to support the development of tourism and recreational ecomony.  
Evaluation information received from Canal & River Trust that provides more details about the 
activities delivered and feedback received can be found at Appendix 4a. 



“…employers showcased their 

services/business to around 1500 

students from around the borough” 

Anthony Jackson 

Economic Affairs Unit, Rochdale 

Council 

Recipient: Rochdale Council/Inspired Spaces/Rochdale Development Agency 

Project: Borough Skills Event 2014 

Fund: Action Fund 

Awarded: £500 

The Borough Skills Event 2014 brought together Year 9 students, business leaders and careers 

advisers on 12 March 2014 at Heywood Distribution Park where young people were given the 

opportunity to experience everything from a crime scene to a vehicle repair garage and a 

catering kitchen.  The event provided all students with an opportunity to explore job and training 

options within the local area as well as raise aspirations and awareness of the specialist 

industries across the Borough.  Township funds contributed towards the publicity of the event 

attended that was promoted extensive through social media, the press and direct contact with 

the schools.  More details about the activities delivered and feedback received can be found at 

Appendix 4b. 



“…provides extra security/assurance to 

all users, workers and visitors to this well 

used community centre” 

Sohail Ahmad 

Manager, Deeplish Community Centre 

Recipient: Deeplish Community Centre 

Project: CCTV system for Deeplish Community Centre 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £500 

Deeplish Community Centre provides a welcoming environment for the local community and 

user groups enabling them to participate in educational and recreational activities.  The centre 

applied for funds to enhance the safety of the service users and security of the building through 

the installation of CCTV to provide a deterrent to crime and anti-social behaviour.  A local 

company was selected to supply and install the CCTV system that consists of six cameras 

inside and outside the centre.  This equipment will increase public reassurance by reducing the 

fear of crime and support evidence gathering for the detection of and prosecution of offences as 

it provides a fearless and accurate witness of incidents and identification of criminals. 

“…a successful event bringing people 

together” 

Debbie Chadwick 

Youth Worker, Rochdale Council 

Recipient: Youth Service, Rochdale Council 

Project: Fuse Ur Parks 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund 

Awarded: £300 

The Fuse Ur Parks event 2013 in Broadfield Park was aimed at young people and their families 

during the Summer holidays with fun activities including a climbing wall, face painting, team 

challenges, DJ workshop, bucking bronco, henna decoration and archery.  Local young people 

gave their time to assist the Youth Service in delivering this popular community cohesion event 

that attracted hundreds of people to the park to join in the activities.  Funds awarded provided 

the opportunity for young people to participate in volunteering activities and positive promotion 

of youths in the local community. 



“…comes in very handy for people who 

are out walking, and is used on a regular 

basis”. 

Jean Beaumont 

Resident on Edenfield Road 

Recipient: Rochdale Council Environmental Management 

Project: Benches on Balderstone Road and Edenfield Road 

Fund: Ward and Members Funds 

Awarded: £1,713 

Friends of Balderstone Park members attended the Balderstone & Kirkholt Area Forum and 

identified the need to improve the outdoor seating space for the local community with 

replacement benches on Balderstone Road.  The benches to be replaced were in an unsightly 

condition from long exposure to outdoor weather and no longer an inviting place to sit and enjoy 

the local green spaces.  Rochdale Council’s Environmental Management were commissioned to 

supply and install two benches with the design and locations agreed in consultation with the 

Friends of group.  The Eastgate heavy duty seat in cast iron and timber was selected for the 

replacement benches as it is styled to blend in with more traditional landscapes. 

Local residents in Norden had raised similar 

concerns about the dilapidated condition of a 

bench on Edenfield Road.  People who have 

difficulty walking value the use of a bench at 

this particular location.  Rochdale Council’s 

Environmental Management arranged the 

installation of the cast iron and timber bench 

bolted to the ground to reduce the risk of 

vandalism/theft. 



“…this is an excellent example of how the 

local community can influence Council 

decision making” 

Val White, Lead Townships Officer 

Recipient: Rochdale Council Highways & Engineering Service 

Project: Crawford Street Grass Verges Removal 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £5,600 

Local residents at Kingsway Area Forum raised concerns about irresponsible people allowing 

their dogs to foul or litter on the grass verges on Crawford Street.  This problem was discussed 

with Environmental Management Officers and a site visit was conducted by a Highways Officer 

to propose a solution to the complaints received.  The removal of the three grassed verges on 

Crawford Street and replacement with a bitmac surface would improve these overgrown and 

unsightly pieces of land.  Environmental Management gave their support to this scheme as it 

would allow mechanised cleaning at this location.  The grass verges and shrubs were 

excavated and replaced with 100mm MOT type 1 stone and resurfaced with 80mm of bitmac to 

create level and tidy surfaces around the perimeter of the car park. 



“Crowds of people turned out on the 

night…highlight was seeing the delight on 

children’s faces” 

Kath Sharp 

Vice Chair of NEEVA 

Recipient: Norden Environmental and Economic Village Association (NEEVA) 

Project: Santa and Helpers Outfits 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £76.50 

Santa appears at Norden Village Christmas lights switch on ceremony and festive fair every 

year with many local children visiting him in his grotto.  NEEVA have borrowed santa’s outfit for 

the past few years from St Paul’s Church and this year their festive event was scheduled for the 

same weekend.  This local community group applied for funds to purchase a santa costume 

and elf outfits for volunteers who would organise the queues of children waiting to visit the 

grotto.  Crowds of people gathered in the village to watch santa switch on the Christmas lights, 

listen to carols sung by children from St Vincent’s School and enjoy the music provided by the 

Salvation Army Band.  NEEVA organised the festive market that was a great success attracting 

24 stalls selling a variety of goods in 2 locations within the village.  Friends of Jubilee Park have 

also been loaned the santa and helpers costumes for santa to hand out presents to children 

during a festive carol service in the park. 



“…work completed within the children’s 

groups have had a positive impact on the 

community centre’s image” 

Kenny Farrar 

Centre Manager of Sparth Community 

Centre 

Recipient: Sparth Community Centre 

Project: Sparth Children’s Project 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £250 

Sparth Community Centre aims to improve the lives of the residents of Sparth and other users 
of the centre through providing a range of educational, social and recreational activities such as 
nursery sessions, after schools club, Saturday Club, girls group, play schemes, youth club, 
luncheon club, Friday dance sessions, Tuesday evening disability group and Friday evening 
social group for older people.  The grant awarded enabled the centre to purchase materials to 
deliver arts and crafts sessions for the Sparth Children’s Groups (nursery, after schools club, 
girls group and Saturday Club) to encourage the children and young people to participate in 
creative activities.  Also games/puzzles were purchased with the funds to encourage social 
interaction.  The children have produced pictures that have been displayed throughout the 
community centre with the aim of raising their self esteem and confidence levels.  Older users 
of the centre have commented on how the displays have brightened up the centre.  These 
activity sessions can benefit young people through improved hand and eye co-ordination, 
problem solving skills, developing imaginations, encouraging freedom of expression, 
channelling their energies in a constructive way, building confidence and giving them a sense of 
accomplishment. 



“…This was a brilliant way to say thank 

you to those volunteers who had worked 

hard over the summer as well as spread 

enthusiasm and passion for the site 

among newcomers” 

Suzanne Walton 

Education & Communities Manager, 

Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale 

Recipient: Groundwork Trust Ltd 

Project: Q Gardens Event 

Fund: Capital Fund and Communities & Engagement Priority Fund 

Awarded: £1,810 

Q Gardens, based on Queen’s Drive in Kirkholt, is a community growing area that has provided 

an opportunity for people to get involved in growing their own fruit and vegetables, refining their 

growing skills whilst meeting new people and improving their well-being.  The community event 

was a celebration of the achievement of the Groundwork Community Action Team who had 

spent ten weeks developing the Q Gardens Community Grow Site.  Funds awarded enabled the 

volunteers to host the open event for members of the community to visit the site with a chance 

to talk to the current participants, learn about growing fruit and vegetables and enjoy a cooked 

meal using fresh produce from Q Gardens.  Volunteers and the local community were given the 

opportunity to take part in creating a bench around the large tree located in the garden, leaving 

a lasting legacy from the day.  Other activities around the site including harvesting seeds, 

weeding beds and selecting produce for the meals that helped to underpin the ethos of the site 

– empowering individuals through food growing and understanding the relationship between

food growing and cooking to live healthier lifestyles.  Since the event, numbers visiting Q 

Gardens has increased 



“This initiative will help reduce crime and anti-

social behaviour, provide a resource to deal 

with residents' complaints not otherwise 

available and offer reassurance and a safe 

environment for the public in Rochdale.  It 

also shows a commitment by the Safer 

Communities Partnership to use the best 

technology available to protect public space 

in Rochdale from crime and disorder” 

Mark Reynolds 

Community Safety Officer 

Rochdale Council 

Recipient: Community Safety, Rochdale Council 

Project: Enforcement Vehicle CCTV Camera 

Fund: Township Fund 

Awarded: £3,500 

Rochdale Council have deplored a vehicle in Rochdale Township for over seven years to assist 

in criminal and anti-social issues and provide an integral resource during riots, demonstrations, 

civic events, crowd control and specific policing operations.  Funds were awarded to the 

Council’s Community Safety Section to replace the outdated CCTV enforcement camera on the 

vehicle to maximise the potential of this resource to deal with issues and complaints received 

on a regular basis.  Residents at PACT meetings, Township meetings and Area Forums have 

raised concerns about parking outside schools, obstructions and other highways offences that 

parking wardens and police have been unable to enforce due to lack of evidence.  The new 

enforcement vehicle, leased for a five year period, will be equipped with a roof mounted camera 

to record offences on the highway, enabling letters to be written to offenders enclosing the 

evidence, issue of suitable warnings and threaten prosecution for repeat offences.  This camera 

was fitted on the Community Safety CCTV vehicle at the end of April 2014 and operates across 

Rochdale Township on a daily basis. 



“…groups are developing bird boxes and 

insect habitats, while others are looking 

at steps, pathways and outdoor seating 

areas.  …this is a good project because 

people passing by the site in the past 

were put off by the horrible smell and the 

unattractive rubbish there” 

Mariam Khan, Year 8 pupil from 

Matthew Moss High School 

Recipient: Roch Valley Educational Partnership 

Project: Banner for Roch Valley Forest Site 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £65 

Roch Valley Educational Partnership aims to advance the education of children and young 

people aged 4-16 living in the Roch Valley area of Rochdale by providing and assisting in the 

provision of activities and resources not provided by the local education authority.  The 

Partnership consisting of Matthew Moss High, Marland Hill, Brimrod, Castleton and St Edward’s 

Schools wish to extend the horizons and aspirations of children and young people to that they 

are empowered to make positive choices, thereby becoming positive role models and good 

citizens.  In addition, activities will aim to enrich the lives of pupils, their families and the local 

community.  A quality outdoor learning area is being created in Roch Valley to be used by local 

schools to encourage young people to enjoy woodlands/green spaces and nurture a life-long 

relationship with nature and the environment.  The activities in this location have received 

interest from the local community and the Partnership wished to promote the work taking place 

on this site with a banner.  Funds awarded enabled the Partnership to acquire a PVC 10ft x 2ft 

banner to display at the Roch Valley site to highlight the positive transformation taking place to 

this once unattractive and neglected area. 



“The public response has been 

phenomenal…feedback online, on social 

media, from critics and the wider public 

has also been outstanding.  The young 

people have been praised for their 

achievements.  A large percentage have 

chosen to go into the arts as a 

profession” 

Jessica Weihler 

Youth Representative, JAWS 

Recipient: Whitworth Amateur Musical & Dramatic Society (WAMDS)/Junior Associates of 

the Whitworth Society (JAWS) 

Project: JAWS Theatre Workshops 

Fund: Members Fund and Communities & Engagement Fund 

Awarded: £2,900 

WAMDS was founded to provide amateur theatre activities to the community of Rochdale and it 
has an established youth theatre section (JAWS) that offers performing opportunities to young 
people regardless of experience or ability.  Currently, 40+ young people stage musical theatre 
productions twice a year that involves rehearsing for between 5-6 months and staging the 
production for a week to an audience of around 1000 people over 5/6 nights.  Funds awarded 
contributed towards materials for workshops in costume, wig and make up design that 
culminated in a six night performance of Andrew Lloyd Webber musical Cats last October and 
the show sold out with critical acclaim.  Workshops and rehearsals ran three nights per week, 
Sunday afternoons and throughout the Summer day time workshops twice per week.  In total 
the project delivered around 200 hours of activities for 30 young people or 6,000 total activity 
hours.  In addition, the workshops and rehearsals supported by experienced and qualified 
facilitators gave all JAWS members an opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge of a 
professional production.  Every performer received a bespoke costume, makeup and wig that 
would not have been possible without the grant.  The project has exceeded their expectations 
and there has been a surge in demand for new members. 

Comments from JAWS members: 

Helps build confidence as a performer and as a person. It also helps with the ones who want/ 
are doing Musical Theatre further on, helps with the skills  the friendship built at WAMDS is like 
no other. 

The fact that your involvement is appreciated and needed in order to deliver a good 

performance is a boost to your self-esteem.  Running around on stage is also good exercise. 

When you've been at JAWS for a while, you feel like you're part of a group and a community. 
Friendships are forged across the generations, and going to rehearsals is a great way to escape 
the drudgery of everyday life. I also think the complexity of songs and dances helps me to learn 
concentration which I can apply to my studies. 
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2013 Canal Festival 

Rochdale, Middleton and Pennines Townships Funded Activities 

Evaluation Report 

Background: 

This year’s Canal Festival along the Rochdale Canal featured over 65 events, 6,500 
participants and a wealth of activity across the whole stretch, through East Manchester, 
Oldham, Rochdale and Calderdale.  In Rochdale funding was provided by the Middleton, 
Pennines and Rochdale Townships, who each gave £1,000 in grants for activities with local 
young people, totalling £3,000.  These generous grants contributed towards a total of 
£16,500 raised for the festival in its entirety, from a variety of sources. 

The Township grants funding was aimed at improving community engagement, the 
environment and engaging more local children, young people and residents to benefit from 
outdoor activities, with access to opportunities enhancing wellbeing and helping to reduce 
anti-social behaviour by encouraging local ownership from an early age.  This project has 
contributed to the wider ongoing community development work of Rochdale Council in 
partnership with the Canal & River Trust to help local communities to engage with and 
benefit from their local outdoor canal space, encouraging healthier lifestyles, learning and 
leisure. 

There were three distinct strands to the project, Canoeing and Kayaking taster sessions to 
give young people the chance to try healthy outdoor activities, Family activities to teach 
children about canal wildlife through walks and craft activities and (in Middleton and 
Rochdale areas only) Angling taster sessions to encourage an understanding of the canal. 
The activities were extensively promoted via posters in popular locations such as libraries, 
leisure centres and along the canal, through local newspaper and online news feeds and 
through social media and websites. 

Canoeing and Kayaking: 

The Link4Life Team were very helpful in organising these activities, which were held at 
Hollingworth Lake Activity Centre and run by professional coaches.  Places were open to 
young people aged 7- 16 years.  They were well attended, with 72 attendees and some 
sessions oversubscribed with a reserve list. The ages of participants were distributed as 
follows: 

Age No of participants Age No of participants 
7 years 12 11 years 8 
8 years 20 12 years 6 
9 years 11 13 years 2 

APPENDIX 4A
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10 years 10 14 years 3 

Activities were most popular with participants aged 8, with a smaller number of participants 
aged 12 – 14, suggesting this activity appeals most to primary age children. 

Participants were asked to complete a feedback form at the end of their session.  23 out of 
72 participants did so.  Most participants found out about the sessions from friends, posters, 
newspaper coverage and online. 

Comments about what participants enjoyed included: 

 “It was fun, we did games”
 “We did lots of games – they were fun”
 “Learning new things”
 “Running in the water it was new and different”
 “Everything”
 “I enjoyed playing games and jumping in.  I think the people who taught us were very

kind.”
 “Getting wet, going in the water, making new friends.”
 “Very good instructors, good equipment, being in the water, having fun.”
 “Falling in”

When asked “are there enough things to do where you live?” 11 participants said “no” and 
10 said “yes”. 

Asked what other activities they enjoy doing responses included windsurfing, horse-riding 
sailing, football, swimming, fishing, tennis, walking, running, cycling, climbing trees, camping, 
water gullying, ipad, computer games, watching TV, sometimes school (depends on the 
teacher), tweeting, boy bands, climbing, trampolining, karate, dancing, rounders, netball, 
athletics 

Participants were asked “are you interested in…” the following: 

Activity Number of respondents 
Cycling 13 
Fishing 9 
More canoeing/ kayaking 18 
Volunteering 8 
Meeting new friends 19 
Learning about wildlife 9 
Running 14 
Boats 12 

“Meeting new friends” was the most popular response, with “more canoeing/ kayaking” a 
close second.  “Running”, “Cycling and “Boats” were all very popular choices with “Fishing”, 
“Learning about wildlife” and “Volunteering” also having a positive response.  Canal & River 
Trust will build this information into our future work and have begun developing a project to 
engage young people in Rochdale Borough with their local canal. 
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Family Activities 

Oakapple Environmental organised several activities in the townships as part of the 2013 
Canal Festival.  Activities included bug hunts, collecting natural materials and making a 
picture or bug out of clay, nature walks, peg butterflies, flags decorated with felt/ glitter/ dye 
from flowers. 

Eight sessions were held altogether, with close to 100 participants attending over all.  When 
asked where they had heard about sessions participants said Rochdale Observer, posters 
and Facebook, some had also seen it on Netmums. 

Sessions were run at Littleborough Coach House, Boarshaw Clough, Castleton Library and 
Boarshaw Children’s Centre.  The craft sessions at Littleborough and Boarshaw Children’s 
Centre were run alongside the centre’s open day which worked well. 
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Comments from participants included: 

 The activity this morning was brilliant! Zephyr was a little unenthused to start and
Laura was very engaging and soon had him fully involved. Great! Thanks. Tara
Kinsella (Boarshaw Clough)

 Absolutely Fantastic! The kids loved it! We all learnt a lot. Sally Sadiq (Boarshaw
Clough)



 Excellent idea! Kids loved it! Well organised and good interaction – will come again.
M. Walker (Castleton Library)

 My granddaughter enjoyed the event as Castleton Library. They need more things to
do at the school holidays (Castleton Library)

 Leia really enjoyed making her flag and butterflies. Thank you. Great activity!

 Fabulous rainy day session. Kids entertained. Mum happy. Thanks (Littleborough
Coach House)

 I really enjoyed the activities today especially the dyeing – Amy aged 10. I like the
butterflies and the flags. Thank you – Ella aged 4. Well organised, nice atmosphere
(Littleborough Coach House)

 Thank you for a lovely couple of hours, we really enjoyed all the crafts – Isobel aged
10.
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Angling 

During summer 2013 Heywood & District Angling Society, in partnership with Canal & River 
Trust, held three taster days on the Rochdale Canal, two in different locations in Castleton 
and one at Boarshaw in Middleton.  Funded by Rochdale and Middleton Township Grants, 
the three events enabled 49 children to participate for free in coaching sessions with 
licensed coaches and assistant coaches, a total of 6 coaches gave their services from 11am 
to 3pm on each event.  On the final day (1st September) a competition was held and all 
participants were awarded with fishing tackle and an Achievement Certificate, with the best 
catch of the day receiving a new Rod and Reel.  All items were donated by Heywood & 
District Angling Society.   

All three events were a resounding success and members of the local community passing by 
commented that they were pleased to see young people enjoying the benefits of the canal.  
The provision of box seats will enable the society to stage more events in 2014 on the canal 
and further promote angling to all members of the community including those with physical 
disabilities.  A “Rochdale Online” reporter attended one event and published an article about 
it.  Press coverage included this article from Rochdale Online published in early August:-  

“The 2013 Canal Festival includes a variety of free family nature activities, for people 
to come and learn more about their local canal network.  

The Rochdale Canal is a 200 -year old stretch of water, which is now a haven for 
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wildlife and a great place to walk cycle or take a long boat along. The Rochdale Canal 
is part of the South Pennine Ring of canals.  

Rochdale Canal Development Manager Claire Teague said “This is a wonderful 
opportunity for children and young people to get involved with their local canal, to 
explore wildlife and get creative.  

‘Young people can try their hand at angling or experience an exciting waterway 
adventure by canoe. It’s great that the local councillors and the Townships are 
backing these positive activities along the Rochdale Canal which are part of the 2013 
Canal Festival this year.’ ” 

Feedback from participants was very positive, such as “I caught my first fish today and I’m 
having fun. I’m beating my dad because he hasn’t caught any yet.” – six-year-old Amy 
Atkinson attending a session with her dad and grandad. 

Next Steps 

The Canal Festival has gone from strength to strength since it was established seven years 
ago.  Now held over the wider time period of April to September, plans are to expand 
partners and reach across the whole of the South Pennine Ring and to maximise 
opportunities to engage communities with their local canal.  Opportunities such as the Tour 
de France Grand Depart in 2014 and the linked 100 days Cultural Festival will allow the 
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Canal Festival to reach an even bigger audience, engaging with new audiences along the 
Rochdale and connecting canal areas.   



2013 Canal Festival 

Evaluation Summary 
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2013 Canal Festival 
The Canal Festival has been running successfully for 7 years, providing local communities, 
families, young people and visitors with a rich programme of activities and events from heritage 
and outdoor sports to the arts along the Rochdale Canal.  This year, the Canal Festival’s reach 
has grown to include the wider South Pennine Ring and has also expanded from a nine day 
event to a full April – September programme, enabling new partnerships to be forged and a wider 
range of opportunities for participants.   

Building on previous years’ success, the 2013 Canal Festival aimed to promote the canals in the 
South Pennine Ring, bringing together many events organised by partners as well as fundraised 
activities coordinated by Canal & River Trust.  Partner organisations were offered support with 
publicity and promotion under the 2013 Canal Festival banner, maximising opportunities to 
support the development of the tourism and recreational economy.  Activities and events were 
designed to encourage new audiences to enjoy their local canal and to experience it in new and 
positive ways. 

Festival aims 
 Expand on the success of the established Rochdale Canal Festival, seeking new

opportunities to work with and support partner organisations adding value;
 Deliver a wide, accessible range of events and activities for people of all ages,

backgrounds and cultures to access arts, heritage, cultural and outdoor activities;
 Promote the Rochdale Canal and wider South Pennine Canal Ring as a valued local

community resource.
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2013 Outcomes 

 Over 65 individual events and 6,500 participants benefiting from
free activities

 Expanding into new geographical areas including the wider South
Pennine Canal Ring

 The creation and promotion of an animated canal
 Building on the successful partnerships of previous years and establish new links

including work with the Grassroots Community Allotment project in Failsworth and
Heywood Angling Society.

 Developing the hugely popular Piccadilly Basin sited Manchester Canal Festival with
CityCo, Don’t Panic Event Management and Town Centre Securities, which this year had
over 4,500 attendees, outdoor cinema screenings, live bands, DJ’s, food stalls and
children’s entertainment.

 Further developing Ancoats canal adoption scheme and work with the
community, including popular festival day with free BBQ, music, kayaking and circus
activities attracting 300 visitors organised, marketed and run by volunteers contributing 20
days volunteer time.

 Wide ranging activities from recreational and leisure pursuits, health
focussed activities, arts and crafts activities, live music, film, heritage learning
opportunities and evening activities which inspired active participation from users from a
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range of backgrounds, ages and interests and extended the period of use of the canal 
into the evening.  

 Exploring new activities and opportunities including youth poetry
canal trips in Calderdale, live music in Piccadilly Basin, angling and canoeing taster
sessions and family canal crafts in Rochdale Townships.

 The return of established activities including the lantern parade in
Todmorden, horseboating in Calderdale, and kayaking and angling taster sessions in
East Manchester and Rochdale plus bike rides, boat trips, guided walks and outdoor
cinema.

 Celebrating improvements to the canal with tow path works, new
artworks and stanza stones linking communities between Hebden Bridge and

Mytholmroyd with the Reet Royd Do. Two volunteer lock keepers manned the boat, 500+
attendees came for free boat trips, and a wealth of activities, with more volunteers
planting bulbs along the canal bank.

 Active community participation in the planning, delivery and
evaluation of the project.

On the 2013 Canal Festival, Alexandra King, CityCo’s Partnership Director said: "The Canal 
Festival weekend in Piccadilly Basin was a great way of rounding off Piccadilly Partnership and 
CityCo's series of summer events.  Being part of a bigger brand and a recognised 
festival generated immediate interest in the event and gave us a platform to raise the profile of 
the area and attract a fresh audience that might not usually engage with canal-related activities. 
Over the weekend 4,500 people attended the two-day event, many of whom were discovering the 
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location for the first time.   The waterside spot made a fantastic place for outdoor performances 
and really animated the space around the historic Brownsfield Mill which was fantastic."  

Benefits 

Opportunities to engage with new audiences 
This year’s festival engaged with many audiences with certain elements focussing on young 
people.  In Hebden Bridge groups of young people and aspiring local poets worked with poet 
Andrew McMillan to produce poems based on their experiences of the Rochdale Canal and trips 
with the Horseboating Society, through funding provided by Hebden Royd Town Council.  
Participants in the canalside Todmorden Lantern Parade and workshops (supported by 
Todmorden Town Council and lead by Storytailors) were all families who had not previously 
taken part.  Community police officers supported the parade event, which took place in spite of 
flooding.  In Rochdale area, Pennines Township joined Middleton and Rochdale for the first time 
to fund youth taster sessions in angling and canoeing plus family activities to encourage local 
community participation. 

The Manchester City Centre activities attracted a large young urban audience to Manchester 
Canal Festival over a weekend in September and over in Ancoats a successful Canal Festival 
Day was held at New Islington Marina.  In Oldham, many activities took place engaging young 
people in outdoor activities, Grassroots Community Allotments encouraged families to visit their 
Canal Festival event as did Moston Brook’s family fun day.  A plethora of wildlife “Bio Blitz” 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=549778905057938&set=gm.368423009952921&type=1&relevant_count=1&ref=nf
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activities were held by Greater Manchester Record Centre across Greater Manchester.  Together 
with bat walks, organised cycle rides by Transpennine Cycle Club among others, volunteer-run 
history and nature walks, a treasure hunt at the Huddersfield Narrow Canal the festival began 
extending its reach this year, both across new audiences and geographically. 

In each of the four local authorities through which the Rochdale Canal travels, there was a good 
mix of events aimed at encouraging new audiences from local communities which impacted on 
our success in audience engagement.  Many events took place across the patch, including: 

East Manchester Manchester Canal Festival, Ancoats Canal Festival, Newton Heath Bat Walk, 
Nature Walks in East Manchester, Castlefield Carnival, Ancoats Volunteering Days 

Oldham Grassroots Community Allotment Community Festival, Cartmel Crescent Allotments 
Open Day in Chadderton, Canoeing taster sessions on the Rochdale Canal at Wrigley Head in 
Moston Brook, Bio Blitz activities with Greater Manchester Local Record Centre 

Rochdale Angling taster sessions on the Rochdale Canal and Kayaking/ Canoeing taster 
sessions at Hollingworth Lake for young people from Middleton, Pennines and Rochdale 
Townships.  Canal themed nature and craft family discovery sessions in Littleborough, Middleton 
and Castleton for families from Middleton, Pennines and Rochdale Townships 

Calderdale Poetry and horseboating workshops with young people in Hebden Bridge, 
Todmorden Lantern Parade and lantern-making workshops, Reet Royd Do, Calder Futures 
Activity Day in Sowerby Bridge, Transpennine Cycling Club bike ride, The Big Scoop in 
Calderdale, Rochdale Canal Walk for Diabetes 
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Opportunities to establish new partnerships 

Many dedicated volunteers, partner organisations and businesses help to fund, organise and 
deliver the Canal Festival every year.   New opportunities are constantly sought and small 
businesses associated with the canals are encouraged to work with the planning group for 
mutual benefit.  The annual Canal Festival helps to strengthen existing partnerships and 
successful volunteer led initiatives, are providing wider opportunities for participation and 
engagement with canals throughout the year.  This year the Canal Festival was again greatly 
supported by partners and could not have happened without them.  

Opportunities to positively promote the 
canal 
The Canal Festival was this year promoted at an earlier stage than previously, responding to 

feedback from many partners via 15,000 festival postcards produced in April and
widely distributed across the patch through local authorities, tourism outlets, libraries, leisure 
centres, schools, cafes, retail outlets, cultural venues, canalside venues and more.  The 
postcards signposted people to the www.myrochdalecanal.org.uk  website with full events 
listings, allowing the programme to be added to continuously.  This worked well and was  
especially helpful as funding became secured at different times due to deadlines and events 
became confirmed at different times.  Additionally, social media was used with twitter and 
facebook presence promoting the festival enabling participants to interact and ask questions.  A 
monthly e-bulletin was produced during the summer when most activity was concentrated.  Press 
and PR support via Canal & River Trust and Creative Concern generated good levels of media 
coverage across the year, with a boost from CityCo for the Manchester Canal Festival events.  In 

total, an estimated £150,000 worth of media publicity was generated for the
2013 Canal Festival.   
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Manchester Evening News 
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Funding 
Over £16,000 was secured from a range of partners this year to support the delivery of the 2013 
Canal Festival.  Contributions included: 

 Todmorden Town Council - £1,100
 Hebden Royd Town Council - £1,200
 Middleton Township - £1,000
 Rochdale Township - £1,000
 Pennines Township – £1,000
 City Co - £7,000
 Oldham Councillors, social housing &                                                         

Environmental Services - £1,500
 Ancoats, via community and cash grants                                                                 - 

£1,200
 Calderdale Council, Royd Regeneration &

Pennine Prospects c.£1,500

The total £ value of the 65+ 2013 Canal Festival events is far in excess of this amount, but the 
above was secured by Canal & River Trust and partners to support the expanding festival 
programme.  The Canal Festival attracts significant in-kind / voluntary support and contributions 
including staff and volunteer time from the Rochdale Canal Society and other community and 
voluntary sector organisations, local authorities (especially Oldham, Rochdale, Calderdale and 
Manchester) and partners, valued at over £10,000.   

Over £16,000 secured 
for activities on the 
Rochdale Canal plus 
over £10,000 in kind 
staff and volunteer 
support, resources & 
time 
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Feedback
Reception of this year’s festival was very positive, participants were particularly keen on free 
events but equally said they would be willing to pay for future ones, such as boat trips.  Feedback 
was gathered via comments postcards, including: 

“Absolutely Fantastic! The kids loved it! We all learnt a lot” - parent, canal craft
activities, Boarshaw Clough 

“I really enjoyed the activities activities today especially the dyeing” – Amy aged
10. “I like the butterflies and the flags. Thank you” – Ella aged 4. “Well organised, nice
atmosphere” – parent, canal craft activities, Littleborough Coach House 

“I enjoyed playing games and jumping in.  I think the people who taught us were very kind.” 

“Getting wet, going in the water, making new friends.” – young people aged 7 – 14
from Rochdale, Middleton and Pennines Townships, taking part in Kayaking and Canoeing 
activities  

“Fun day out for all the family. Children really enjoyed it.” “A lovely Community 
Event.  Well done!” “Excellent!  Glad we came.  Should be more of this in 
our community!”  - families attending the Canal Festival Day at Grassroots Allotments
in Oldham 

“We have really enjoyed this event.  Although we are not writers we have
enjoyed listening and taking in the experience.  Kind regards.”  Mencap     

“Excellent experience, very informative, fantastic for education recognising canal

history and heritage.  Would like to see more opportunities like this to 
be funded – in order to keep industrial heritage alive.”

“Very interesting and enjoyable experience.  Good to know more about local 
environment and history as live locally.”  – participants, horse-boating and poetry,
Hebden Bridge 

“Enjoyed the making of the lantern.  Look forward to seeing them all lit and would like to 
do it again sometime.” “Fantastic time, really enjoyed it.  Please do it again 
another year.  Cheers.” – families participating in lantern-making workshops, Todmorden
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Next Steps 

Recommendations 

The new Canal Festival format, running a wider programme of events across April – September 
worked well and it is recommended that this format continues and develops in 2014. The benefits 
of this approach include wider scope for fundraising (especially with reference to deadlines), 
better potential to maximise partner input by capturing more events across a wider timeframe, a 
more evenly spread workload across the year for the Development Manager which allows better 
links to ongoing projects.  It was also very effective in drawing in partners and individuals to 
market their existing events, or to provide dedicated festival events under the Canal Festival 
banner, enabling us to maximise benefits by bringing many different events and activities 
together. 

The 2013 Canal Festival was supported by a dedicated volunteer, a recent graduate with design 
and photography skills who designed posters, feedback postcards and promotional artwork, as 
well as assisting with family workshops and was our photographer for the Rochdale Canal Week 
events in July/ August.  This support was key in making budgets stretch to cover events as well 
as promoting the festival as the volunteer managed social media, promoting events and 
encouraging audience interaction during busy festival periods.  It is recommended that dedicated 
festival volunteers are recruited for 2014, to help build capacity and deliver the festival, as well as 
to support new members of the workforce in gaining work experience. 

2014 Canal Festival 
Next year’s festival will build on our success to date and will include many of the annual events 
which have become popular over the years, with opportunities to engage more local people and 
attract visitors. Major events such as the 2014 Tour de France Grand Depart will also have an 
impact with strong links being made to the 100 days Cultural Festival, the accompanying 
marketing and tourism opportunities and areas of the canal close to the route.  Partnerships will 
again be key to the festival, working closely with existing partners and finding new opportunities 
for innovative partnership working.  We will look at more new and creative ways of engaging with 
people, especially those who have yet to discover their local canal.  For more information or to 
get involved email claire.teague@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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2013 Canal Festival 

Evaluation Summary Points
 6,500 participants engaged (exceeding target of 2,000)

 £16,000 funding raised for festival activity

 £10,000 volunteer, in-kind and partner staff time given

 £150,000 worth of media publicity generated

 Over 65 events across the South Pennine Ring

 Many partners contributed “Being part of a bigger brand and a recognised festival

generated immediate interest in the event and gave us a platform to raise the profile of the

area and attract a fresh audience that might not usually engage with canal-related activities”.

Alexandra King, Partnership Director, CityCo

 Strong support from Calderdale, Rochdale, Oldham and Manchester City Councils plus a

range of partners, volunteers, local businesses and funders.

 Positive response from participants “Should be more of this in our community!”  “Please

do it again another year.”

 April – September expansion of the festival from 9 days to 6 months was successful,

enabling many more events and partners to feature in the programme.  It is recommended

that this approach be taken forward.

 Volunteers have been invaluable to the success of the festival, especially with organisation,

publicity, social media and photography.

 2014 Canal Festival plans include developing further partnerships, increasing reach of the

festival within the South Pennine Ring and links to Tour de France Grand Depart and 100

days Cultural Festival.

 “I enjoyed playing games and jumping in.  I think the people who taught us were very kind.” “Getting wet, 

going in the water, making new friends.” – young people aged 7 – 14 from Rochdale, Middleton
and Pennines Townships, taking part in Kayaking and Canoeing activities  

“We have really enjoyed this event.  Although we are not writers we have enjoyed listening and
taking in the experience.  Kind regards.”  Mencap     

“Fantastic time, really enjoyed it.  Please do it again another year.  Cheers.” –
families participating in lantern-making workshops, Todmorden 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=549778905057938&set=gm.368423009952921&type=1&relevant_count=1&ref=nf
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The second Rochdale Skills Event was held on the 12th March 2014 at 
Heywood Distribution Park and was once again developed in conjunction 
with Rochdale Council, Inspiredspaces Rochdale Limited and Rochdale 
Development.  The event featured many local businesses and also 
professions in the public services.  
The event aimed to provide all Year 9 students with an opportunity to 
explore job and training options within the local area. At the same time 
attempting to raise aspirations and also gaining awareness of the 
specialist industries across the Rochdale Borough. 

Local schools that attended the event were: 
 Cardinal Langley

 Holy Family

 Kingsway Park

 Matthew Moss

 Middleton Technology

 Oulder Hill

 St. Cuthberts

 Brownhill Community

 Redwood

 St. Annes Academy

 Wardle Academy

Around 1500 students and their teachers attended the one day event. 
This report has collated feedback given by 579 individuals through 
written evaluations completed on the day and will show comparisons to 
the 2013 Skills Event. 

Introduction 
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                 Social Media Feedback 

 
 
@RochdaleSkills "thank you for the opportunity learnt a lot #kingswayparkhighschool -
Sophia Kennedy" 
 

@RochdaleSkills "looks like a fab day is being had guys #inspire" 
 

"Today was so fun @RochdaleSkills Event; I learned so much from the trip and love the gifts. 
Thanks for the amazing experience :)" 
 

"Had loads of fun today @RochdaleSkills Event, I went to all the stands each was amazing" 
 

"Really enjoyed #RochdaleSkills today @RochdaleSkills @StAnnesAcademy  

@HopwoodElecLtd especially the pit stop challenge" 

 
 
 
The current Year 9 students were asked to complete an evaluation form giving them 
opportunity to rate certain aspects of the Rochdale Skills Event 2014. The following 
results were found;  
 
Q1. What was your overall rating of the day?  
 

Year Excellent Good Average Poor 
2014 46% (269) 40% (234) 11% (63) 2% (13) 

2013 51% (311) 41% (250) 8% (47) 1% (5) 
(2014 results based on 579 responses from young people. 2013 results based on 613 responses from young 

people.) 
 
 
 
 

Comparison of Percentages 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Student Feedback 

https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23kinswayparkhighschool&src=hash
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23inspire&src=hash
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23RochdaleSkills&src=hash
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/StAnnesAcademy
https://twitter.com/HopwoodElecLtd
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96% of current Year 9 students who provided feedback felt that the overall rating of 
the event was either good or excellent; this is a 4% higher rating than that of the 
previous year. Only 13% of students described the event to be average or poor 
which is an increase of 5% from the previous year. 

Q2. How would you score the activities? 

Year Excellent Good Average Poor 
2014 46% (261) 41% (234) 10% (58) 3% (15) 
2013 45% (269) 44% (267) 10% (61) 1% (6) 

(2014 results based on 568 responses from young people. 2013 results based on 603 responses from young 
people.) 

Comparison of Percentages 

87% of students asked scored the activities featured at the event as either good or 
excellent; this is a 2% decrease from the previous year. 3% of students felt the 
activities to be average or poor which is an increase of 2% from 2013. 
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Q3. Are you more aware of the job opportunities in your local area after attending 
the event? 
 

Year Yes No 
2014 90% (418) 10% (46) 
2013 94% (554) 6% (37) 

(2014 results based on 464 responses from young people. 2013 results based on 591 responses from young 
people.) 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                      Comparison of  
                                                                                            Percentages 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
90% of current students indicated they were more knowledgeable about local job 
opportunities after attending the event which is a 4% decrease from 2013. However 
it is important to note the difference in actual numbers of responses received 
between the comparison years. 
 
 
 
Q4. Do you think the event has helped you in considering your future career 
options? 
 

Year Yes No 
2014 91% (441) 9% (46) 
2013 93% (516) 7% (40) 

(2014 results based on 467 responses from young people. 2013 results based on 556 responses from young 
people.) 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                               Comparison of  
                                                                                              Percentages 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2014 2013 

2014 2013 
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91% of current Year 9 students suggested the Rochdale Skills Event 2014 helped 
them in the consideration of a future career. However, 9% indicated that it did not. 
Some students went on to explain that the information they received from exhibitors 
about working life in specific careers was the most helpful in their decisions for the 
future. (65 young people indicated this in their comments). Others indicated they now knew 
the qualifications they needed for their chosen career path (8 young people indicated 

this in their comments) and about opportunities locally for careers and employment (30 

young people indicated this in their comments).  

Comments received from students included; 

 "I think the activities have taught us what we can do when we are older."

 "I have learnt that there are a wide range of unique jobs available."

 “It will help me pick my job when I am older.”

 “I really enjoyed looking around, it was fun.”

 “Great for us Year 9 students.”

 “It was amazing, every stall showed all students something helpful abd kept the
students engrossed.”

 “I am more aware of what I want to do in the future and has helped me find my
pathway, everyone was brilliant and inspirational.”

 “I felt the event gave me excellent advice with regards to finding information
about future career opportunities.”
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Q5. Tell us what you liked best about today! 

Current Year 9 students were asked to feed back what they liked best about the 
event. Unsurprisingly, the activities run by exhibitors proved most popular with 40% 
of Year 9s mentioning this in the questionnaires. Another well received aspect was 
the presence of the Army, indicated as a favourite by 27% of students. 
Some explained that they enjoyed every part of the event (35 young people indicated 

this.). 

Other aspects of Rochdale Skills Event that gained positive mention were; 

 Free Items/Samples

 The opportunity to create items such as a bag or box.

 Seeing the variety of jobs available locally.

Other favourite exhibitors mentioned were; 

 Mechanics

 Media/Stage

 Cooking by Veenas

 Greater Manchester Fire Service

 Greater Manchester Police

 Cabin Crew

 Link4Life

 Construction
Specific comments received from students included; 
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 “I liked talking to the careers advisor who was able to give me advice on how
to get in to my desired career.”

 “I liked the fact that you had a lot of different activities suitable for our age
range.”

 “I liked the Link4Life section as it had activities you could do.”

 “I think that I like the design and technology part the best.”

 “Everything and everyone, they explained and demonstrated everything. Was
brilliant and inspiring.”

 “The different range of activities which gave me a good idea of the range of
jobs available.”

 “There was lots of practical activities and advice for the future.”

Q6. How do you think we could have made the day better? 

Year 9 students were then asked to suggest ways in which the event could be 
improved. Some said the event needed no improvement (70 young people indicated this) 

whereas others desired more activities in the form of more employers (100 young 

people indicated this). 

Other suggestions for improvement were; 

 More feminine centred careers

 Bigger stalls to ease crowding

 Longer time slots

 More inclusion for wheelchair users

 Shorter time slots

 Exhibitors to give out more in depth information

 Larger Venue

As mentioned above, some students mentioned they would like to see a wider 
variety of employers. Suggestions included; 

 NHS

 Animal Industry jobs

 Sport related careers

 More cooking related careers

 Music industry related careers

 More information about how to start your own business

In 2013, the Skills Event evaluation report identified employers students would most 
like to see exhibit at the event. These included; 

• Fire Service
• Army
• Travel
• Textiles
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All of which were then contacted and attended this year’s Skills Event, proving to be 
extremely popular with visiting students. 

Specific comments received from students included; 

 "Tell us more about what the benefits of that job are.”

 “To be honest nothing, everyone was friendly and I loved it.”

 “Maybe if there were more practical opportunities.”

 “Use more activities as different stalls.”

 “Have a longer amount of time to go through the activities and speak to
potential employers.”

 “Have some more options.”

 “Do an art/design activity.”

 “Make our time here a bit longer.”

 “Less schools.”

 “I think you could have made the day better by offering a more insightful
approach to the jobs and activities. I feel that because there were a lot of
people that you couldn’t fully interact but I still think the day was a success
and I am feeling more informed.”
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Some teachers accompanying students to the Rochdale Skills Event opted to provide 
feedback also. We received feedback from the following schools; 

 Holy Family

 Kingsway Park

 Matthew Moss

 St. Cuthbert’s

 St. Anne’s

 Middleton Technology

 Wardle Academy

 Redwood

 Cardinal Langley

11 Secondary Schools attended the Rochdale Skills Event this year. Following the 
event, a short questionnaire was sent to the lead in each school to complete. 8 
responses were returned (73%) which can be seen below: 

1. Overall rating of the day.

Excellent Good 
56% (5) 44% (4) 

56% (5 schools) rated the event ‘excellent’ with 44% (4 schools) rating it ‘good’. 

2. Rating of ‘Have a Go’ Activities.

Excellent Good 
78% (7) 22% (2) 

78% (7 schools) rated the activities as ‘excellent’ with 22% (2 schools) rating ‘good’. 

3. Are students more aware of local opportunities?

Yes Unsure 
89% (8) 11% (1) 

89% (8 schools) stated ‘yes’ with 11% (1 school) stating ‘unsure’ with the following 
comment: “The students enjoyed the activities but fewer actually engaged and asked 
about opportunities. It did show them that many different industries are available to 
them that they may not have considered before. We will follow up and ask them now 
they are back in school”. 

Teacher Comments 
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4. What did you like about the day? Various comments received:

 “The variety – fashion design was innovative, engaged and motivated
students. Activities challenged pre-conceived ideas”

 “like the fact we had our own coaches as it cut down on waiting times and
arriving and departing was kept to”

 “Students had plenty to occupy them. Coach system worked well and venue
was good”

 “Year 9 students thoroughly enjoyed discovering the careers, jobs, training
and learning available to them in the local area post 16, as well as meeting
local employers, colleges, training providers and advisors”

 “really good variety of exhibitors”

 “plenty of hands on activity”

 “great interaction from exhibitors, friendly and interested and students
picked up on this”

 “good range of employers from all over the Borough”

 “Liked the extra activities for students. It’s important that they have
something to do as they don’t really want to just discuss things”

 “seeing all the local opportunities”

5. What improvements can we make for the 2015 event!

 “Just make it bigger!”

 “some students were disappointed as they were particularly interested in the
NHS who were supposed to be there but weren’t – it may be a good idea to
get Colleges there so students can see the courses they offer”

 “Not a lot of information was given to students it was just have a go at the
activities. Was very similar to Skills North West event that was held last week
in Manchester that a lot of local schools attended, would be a good idea to
move it to another time during the year. Not all activities were inclusive for
students who use wheelchairs”

 “Fewer students at the same time”

 “ Make it a 2 day event”

 “Just the mechanics of moving 220 students onto coaches. It may have been
easier to have a holding area outside as we couldn’t organise them in the
venue into coach groups”

 “many students asked to purchase drinks”

 “nothing, same variety of tasks and skills and possibly a medical stand for
information”
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 “enjoyed the session and felt it worked better in the afternoon for us so
would go for this slot again”

 “challenge gender stereo-typing by use of role models on stands”

 “Medicine, Caring Profession, Logistics, Science exhibitors”

 “STEM for girls”

 “Tannoy system for rounding up students at the end”

 “Book us in the same slot for next year!”

Other feedback received from schools: 

 “The feedback that I have had reverberates the success of the event. Year 9

students thoroughly enjoyed discovering the careers, jobs, training and 

learning available to them in the local area post 16, as well as meeting local 

employers, colleges, training providers and advisors. Their manners and 

behaviour were impeccable, please congratulate them”. Head of Careers, 

Matthew Moss High School. 

 “Thanks to everyone who worked on yesterday’s skills event, it was brilliant

(the staff enjoyed it too).” 
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The Rochdale Skills Event was host to 27 local employers that were able to give 
advice to the Year 9 students about future career choices. Many also chose to bring 
with them activities that the students could get involved with. 

The employers that were present at this year’s Skills Event were; 

 Social Media Feedback

Exhibitor Comments 

rupert_greenhalgh  @rupe_greenhalgh  
A great day. 1500 young people at a really great see and do skills 
fair @rochdaleskills well organised guys, thanks. 

Cabin Crew Pathway  @crewpathway  
@RochdaleSkills Great Day! Great Opportunity for today's students. Thoroughly 

enjoyed by all. 😊✈  

     a ee s  @EcSolCareers 
@RochdaleSkills Great event. Very inspired by all the career aspirations #rochdalehour 

Su Matthews  @Su_Matthews  
@capture_design @RochdaleSkills yes a great day - think my voice is going a bit now 

after shouting over the armed forces & @FixAutoRochdale 

JoJo  @Jojo_s1984  (from Crystal Doors) 
Seeing 1500 kids in 3 hours! No wonder I'm shattered! Great day though and 
definitely up for it again next year! #rochdaleskills 

 Cooney Civil Engineering
 F Parkinson Ltd
 Hopwood Electrical
 RDA
 KP Industries
 Oldham Coliseum
 Safeguard Group
 Veenas Club Restaurant
 Glass Eye Productions
 Alliance Project (textiles)
 New Image
 Rockbarr

 GMP Police
 RAF
 Ryders Architecture
 Commercial Contract/Fix Auto
 Armed Forces
 Link 4 Life
 Westway Nissan Rochdale
 Crystal Doors
 Cabin crew pathways
 National Careers

Service/Positive Steps
 Fire Service
 NHS

https://twitter.com/rupe_greenhalgh
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/crewpathway
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/EcSolCareers
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23rochdalehour&src=hash
https://twitter.com/Su_Matthews
https://twitter.com/capture_design
https://twitter.com/RochdaleSkills
https://twitter.com/FixAutoRochdale
https://twitter.com/Jojo_s1984
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23rochdaleskills&src=hash
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Overall the feedback from the current year 9 students that attended the 
Rochdale Skills Event has been very positive, 96% rated the event either 
good or excellent and 87% said that the activities featured were either 
good or excellent.  
An overwhelming majority of the Year 9 students felt that the event 
made them more aware of local job opportunities and gave them 
valuable information that will contribute to deciding their own career 
path. 

The exhibitor activities proved a firm favourite of the students. Mention 
for improvement suggested that the event be on a larger scale and 
include more employers of a wider variety. 

This year social networking was utilised to the event’s benefit. During 
and after the day itself, there were over 132 interactions on twitter and 
nearly 30 new followers in one day. 

With high ratings throughout, Rochdale Skills Event was very successful 
and appears to have achieved its original aim. Young people left the 
event having collected the information they need for the future about 
career options and local opportunities.

Key Points 




